JAMES KEY AND SARAH BROWN DANIEL 


James Key Daniel was born August 22, 1766, in Albemarle County, VA. He was the son 
of Josiah and Elizabeth Jordan Daniel. Josiah was a Revolutionary War soldier who 
moved to Granville County, NC, after the war. James was given land before his father’s 
death and did not received any more from his father’s will. He married Sarah Brown on 
February 17, 1794, in Person County, NC. Sarah was the daughter of Abraham Brown. 
Her brother, Josiah Brown, married Josiah Daniel’s sister, Martha. 


The only known children of James Key and Sarah were John, born in 1797 in Caswell 
County, NC, and James B. who was born September 18, 1808 in Caswell County. 
According to the census there were girls living with this family so they probably had 
some daughters. Sarah was 34 years old when she married and James K. was 28. John 
Daniel married Rebecca Huston on October 21, 1822, in Caswell County and James B. 
married Jane Stuart on August 21, 1830 in Caswell County. Rebecca was Jane’s aunt. 


James K. and Sarah’s son John and his wife Rebecca moved their family to Missouri in 
1833. It is not known whether James K. and Sarah moved with them or came later but 
James K. was listed in their home in Jackson County, Missouri in 1850 and died the next 
year. Sarah died in Jackson County in 1842. They are buried at Pleasant Grove 
Cemetery where John and two of his wives are buried. James Key’s grave is marked 
J.K. Daniel. One of his descendants, not knowing what J. K. represented, mistakenly put 
his name as John Kesterson Daniel. The DAR marked his grave as a veteran of the 
Revolutionary War, even though he was not in that war, however his father was a 
Revolutionary War soldier. 


James Key did not own as much land, was not as prosperous and did not leave a will, as 
did most of the other Daniel men in our line. He was listed as insolvent in Caswell 
County in 1817. Both of his sons were very well-to-do. Maybe he lived in harder times. 


By Rosalyn Sumner rsumner@surfsouth.com 
GGG-Granddaughter of James K. and Sarah Daniel 
5050 Hammock Trail 
Lake Park, GA 31636 


John and Rebecca Huston Daniel 


John Daniel was born in 1797 in Caswell County, NC, to James Key and Sarah 
(Sallye) Brown Daniel. He married Rebecca Huston on October 21, 1822 in Caswell 
County, NC. Rebecca was the daughter of George and Mary Ann Haralson Huston of 
Caswell County. Their first four children: Mary Ann, Frances Araminta , Sarah Jane and ~ 
Martha Frances were born in Caswell County before the family moved to Missouri in 
about 1833. Their fifth child, James Henry Daniel was born in St. Charles, Missouri, 
while the family was still traveling to their new home. The last three children were born 
in Jackson County, Missouri, where the family settled in the small community of Lone 
Jack. John became a very large landowner and a prosperous farmer in Jackson County. 

In 1859 or 1860, John and Nathan Hunt bought the first steam flouring mill in the 
county. This was an advantage for the people of the county to not have to depend ona 
mill run by water. They did, however, have to use their own teams of horses or oxen to 
power this mill. Due to the Civil War, John lost his mill, his slaves, his son and much 
other property, but he was still the largest landowner and taxpayer in the county after the 
war. He divided his property among his children. 

His first wife, Rebecca, died in 1842. He married Rachel Delaney on August 15, 
1843. Their only child was Josiah Daniel, b. 1844 in Jackson County. Rachel died 
September 24, 1847, and Josiah died during the Civil War. John married his third wife , 
Rachel Beller Powell, March 23, 1852, in Jackson County. Their only child was Julia 
Florence Daniel, b. April 6, 1853. Julia married John Thomas Shawhan on Feb. 24, 
1870. They were very successful farmers and were the parents of five children. 

Eight of John’s ten children preceded him in death with two dying as children and 
most of the others as young adults. His oldest son, James Henry, became a doctor and 
lived to be 64 years of age. Martha Frances married a doctor but died at the age of 21. 
Frances Araminta married George Washington Kreeger and raised a large family. She 
was very creative in designing and making beautiful quilts. Mary Ann, Leonard and 
Roann all died in their twenties. John was in the home of Julia Florence and John T. 
Shawhan when he died at the age of 75. Julia lived to be 83 years of age. 


Submitted by: 

Rosalyn Daniels Sumner 
GGG-Grandniece of John Daniel 
5050 Hammock Trail 

Lake Park, GA 31636 
<rsumner@surfsouth.com> 


JOHN HENRY AND CORENA POARCH DANIEL 


John Henry and first wife, Dicey Katherine “Kate” McAlister Daniel, d/o John 
Franklin and Nancy Ann Bradley McAlister, married 1-2-1895, in Wise County, Texas. 
Kate died 4-12-1922, at 55 years of age, having bore seven sons, only three lived to 
adulthood, James Franklin, Thomas Virgil and Wayne Wilson; the other four died at 
birth. She was the first person to be buried in the Cemetery at Quitaque, Briscoe County, 
Texas. 

John Henry Daniel (49), fifth child of John Green and Amanda Adline Marshall 
Daniel, and Mary Corena Poarch (36), d/o William Clark and Harriet Ann Fox Poarch, 
married 6-10-1923, in the Primitive Baptist Church in Wilson County, North Carolina. 
Henry and Corena were second cousins. In 1892, when Henry was 18 and in school, 
Corena was six years old; they both lived in Gordon County, Calhoun, Georgia. Up until 
the time of her marriage in 1923, Corena was a seamstress for the public. At the time of 
their marriage, Henry’s youngest son, Wayne Wilson (known as Wayne) was 14 years 
old. 

In 1924, Henry, Corena and Wayne moved to Terry County, Texas. Henry’s other 
two children; James Franklin (Frank) and Thomas Virgil (T.V.) Daniel were both married 
and already residing East of Meadow in Terry County, with their families. 

The only children born to John Henry and Corena Poarch Daniel were twin sons, 
born 2-4-1924. The twins were not named, one died at birth, the other five days later. 

Henry found 160 acres of land 5-1/2 miles SE of Meadow near Richlake, being the 
SW/4 of Section 88, Block 4-X, in Terry County, at a bargain price and bought it. Within 
three years, the land was mostly Johnson grass. He fenced it partially and grazed horses 
and cattle there. Henry was a mail carrier. He drove a two-wheel Mail cart pulled by one 
horse or mule. The mail carrier had an all day trip ahead of him on the route. Letters 
were carried in a little boarded container down in front of the cart. 

When World War II came along, in the early 1940’s, Henry and Corena still lived at 
Richlake. Their grandson, Ferrell recalls, when they used to have cattle drives from El 
Paso to Kansas City, the drovers would drive the cattle across the Southwest comer of his 
land. For many, many years there was a depression for miles running in a Northerly 
direction, where the cattle were driven over the land, again and again. 

Henry raised cows and ran a Stud Service. He owned an enormous black Stallion 
and a Jack. (Note: If you breed a Jack to a Mare you get a Mule. A Mule cannot 
reproduce; they are always the work animals.) This earned him the name of “Jackass 
Daniel”. He carried the animals ina trailer. Henry couldn’t get tires due to the War for 
the trailer, so he cut holes in the side of the tires and filled them with concrete. He ran for 
years and years that way. 

Corena had a hard time with him. He’d bring old horse collars home for repair to 
their two-room house, the only partition being a burlap curtain, and pile them in the 
middle of kitchen table, or in the living room floor. He was a good “Fixer-up” and would 
trade or resell for a good profit. 

They later moved into Meadow close to the schoolhouse. The house was larger than 
they needed, so they rented out rooms. One family who rented was Seth and Katherrine 
Forrest Brown. 

He was a great speculator. He heard of some cheap land in Plains, Yoakum County, 
Texas. In 1944 he quit the Stud Service, and bought the farm land. He moved to Plains, 


and bought a brand new John Deere Tractor. He had it setting in the field, and went to 
burn weeds in a turn row; the wind turned and burned everything up, including the 
tractor. 

Henry (then known as Pap) went to the Post Office daily and played dominoes in an 
adjoining room. He played a mean game of dominoes. He and a friend got into a fist 
fight over the Democrats and the Republicans. John Henry was a staunch Democrat. 
Betty Daniel Brasher, remembers how her step-grandmother, Corena could make a - 
delicate, handmade lace called “tatting.” When Betty visited, she was always provided 
with cup towels and potholders to embroidery to keep her busy. 

As far as we, his grandchildren know, John Henry (Pap) Daniel never drank at all, 
He was an honest and moral man. He and Corena were very active members in the First 
Baptist Church, he’d been raised Primitive Baptist in Georgia and North Carolina. 

John Henry Daniel, born 3-20-1874, in Orange Co. North Carolina, died 1-29-1964, 
at the age of 89 years, of Bronchopneumonia and Cerebral Arteriosclerosis, in 
Brownfield, Terry County, Texas. He was the second resident admitted to the new 
Brownfield Convalescent Center by Coleman 
Park in 9-1963, W. B. Downing being the first resident. 

Mary Cornea Daniel, born 4-6-1887, in Gordon County, Calhoun, Georgia, died 8- 
22-1984, at the age of 97 years, of Congestive Heart Failure, in Brownfield Regional 
Medical Center. She had been a resident since 1976 of Bur-Mont Nursing Home in 
Brownfield. She had lived in Plains for the past 34 years. 

Both are buried side-by-side in the family plot at Terry County Memorial Cemetery, 
Brownfield, Texas. 


Sources: Betty (Daniel) Brasher and Ferrell Daniel, Grandchildren, 
Daniel Family Histories, death certificates and marriage licenses. 
Submitted by: Betty (Daniel) Brasher, granddaughter 

1710 Carter Dr. 

Brownfield, TX. 


JAMES FRANKLIN and MAGGIE (LEETH) DANIEL 


James Franklin Daniel was born 3-19-1896, in Wise County, Greenwood, TX, the 
first child of John Henry and Dicey Katherine “Kate” (McAlister) Daniel. Frank was in 
W.W.I (5-25-1918 to 6-20-1919) stationed in France with “Co.M-144th-Infantry-36th 
Division.” Eight days after his return from war, he married Maggie Naoma Leeth, on 6- 
28-1919, in Decatur, TX, 10th child of Lemuel and Margaret (Reeves) Leeth. The newly 
married couple settled in Quitaque, TX, where Frank farmed and Maggie taught first 
through sixth grades. 

Frank heard of some bargain farm land in West Texas, and in 1924 moved to 
Meadow. They purchased 160 acres in Sec. 53, Block 4-X, being 3-1/2 miles SE of the 
Meadow. They settled into the community very easily and became a hard working, 
respected farm couple. Frank was an aggressive farmer, his land was fertile and his 
crops were good. He decided to build a new barn in the late 1930’s. He decided on the 
plans, and then constructed the first Quonset Barn in Terry County, which still stands. 
Frank was a Deacon in Meadow First Baptist Church, he and Maggie were very active 
with the youth. (Frank had been baptized at 23, in a lake at Quitaque.) The new barn was 
a great place for church youth gatherings, and many were held there. He also assisted in 
building the Meadow School Cafeteria and was a member of the Meadow Independent 
School District Board of Trustees. 

Frank was a very detailed person and kept exceptional records. He recorded 
everything in a Journal with headings such as: (1) General Buying-Selling-Trading, (2) 
Hogs, Mares, Cattle, Folding-Branding, (3) Cattle Bought-Sold, (4) Custom Thrashing 
(5) Bundles Headed (6) Plats showing acres planted, what crops-yields-lint-seed- 
harvesting and ginning, (7)Hired Hands Pay. 

Frank became a leader in helping rural farmers get electricity. He stocked wiring 
supplies and wired many farm houses himself. He solicited applications from farmers at 
his own expense when the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 was passed. In 1938, he 
was one of the original Board Members of Lyntegar Electric Cooperative and was 
elected Vice-President (1938-1947). 

After 18 years of marriage, Maggie advised they were expecting their first child. 
Frank couldn’t quite believe this, he told his wife, “I'll believe it when you’re as big as a 
barrel”. On June 9, 1938, Maggie gave birth to a daughter, Betty Lynn. Her first picture 
was made at 19 days on her parents 19th Wedding Anniversary. 

His Journal was for business recordings, however, Maggie qualified for two pages, 
wherein were recorded her visits to the Doctor, $2.00 each; and delivery of this miracle 
child, $130.50 at St. Mary’s Hospital in Lubbock. Also entered was household help for 
Maggie during the last months of her pregnancy, by their two nieces, Linnie and Elwanda 
Wilborn. 

February, 1943, the family moved into Meadow, where they lived for a couple of 
years while building a new home on E/2, Sec. 24, Block 4-X, 2 miles West of US-62-82 
on FM-211. By 1945 they were again living in the rural area. 

When Betty was ready to begin the first grade in 1944, her mother had done a good 
job home schooling her. She could print her name, count to 100 and print the alphabet, so 
after just three days, the school officials promoted her to the second grade. Daddy was so 
proud of his little girl; she deserved a page in his Journal. He recorded all books she 


read, by name, author and date read, from the second through the fourth grade, when the 
books became just, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, etc. 

Frank was quite an entrepreneur. In the mid 1940’s he purchased pasture land in 
Yoakum County, to breed and raise cattle. Every Sunday afternoon, the family would 
drive to the ranch, three miles East of Bronco; to see how many new Hereford calves had 
been born. Their pride and joy was a Registered Hereford Bull named “Prince Domino”, 
he was a beauty. On these trips, Betty would sit in her Dad’s lap and steer the car. Mom 
wanted equal time, so when Betty was not in school, she was learning to sew. Daddy 
said, “If you’ll make your own clothes, I'll never say a word about how much material 
you buy”. He lived to regret those words. 

In late 1946, Frank’s health began to fail; he felt that he should not farm anymore. 
They sold out and the family moved into Brownfield. 

Frank went into business with Jack Hamilton in January, 1947, as Daniel & 
Hamilton Tire & Electric. He sold steel kitchen cabinets, large and small appliances, 
electrical wiring and light fixtures, in the front portion of what is today Jack Hamilton 
Tire Service. 

He lived and believed “A man’s word is his bond”. He had a new awaking when he 
entered the retail business world. Some folks were not as honest as he, and credit was 
something he had to learn to handle. 

A couple years later, Frank purchased the building across the street, just West of the 
Rialto Theater, and moved to that location. The sole proprietorship was known as Frank 
Daniel Electric & Furniture and was now a full-line furniture store. Frank’s nephew, 
Ferrell Daniel came in 1950 to work with him. In late 1951, Frank’s younger brother, 
Virgil, joined the group. When Television was first introduced in the area in December 
1952, Ferrell became a TV Technician. Many nights the family sat for hours watching 
only a “Test Pattern”. Betty, while still in High School, came to keep books, and 
received her furniture background for what was to later become her career. For many 
years, the furniture store was one of Brownfield’s leading businesses. Frank retired in 
1962. 

Frank died at his home in Brownfield of Congestive Heart Failure 1-28-1968, age 
71. Maggie was born 3-25-1899, in Wise County, Decatur, Texas; and died, when 
accidentally caught in wedge between her car and car door on 3-24-1980, age 80. Both 
are buried in Terry County Memorial Cemetery. 


Sources: Frank Daniel Journal, deeds, death certificates, Lyntegar 

Elec. 25th Anniversary Booklet, memory of Betty Daniel Brasher, daughter and 
Ferrell Daniel, nephew. 

Submitted By: Betty Daniel Brasher, 1710 Carter Drive, Brownfield, Texas 
Texas 


VIRGIL AND DORA WILBORN DANIEL 


Thomas Virgil Daniel was born December 3, 1897 in Wise County, Alvord, Texas, 
being the second child of John Henry and Dicey Katherine “Kate” McAlister Daniel. At 
age 22 years he married his childhood sweetheart, Dora Lee Wilborn (17), born January 
17, 1902, in Wise County, Alvord, Texas, daughter of John Bunion and Lillie Pearl Leeth 
Wilborn. On December 14, 1919, they sat through a morning preaching service, and 
caught the preacher off guard, away from church and asked him to marry them. They 
kept the secret well. “Didn’t figure it was anyone else’s business.” 

They set up housekeeping in Wise County, where Virgil farmed and worked on a 
thrasher crew. They moved to Quitaque in 1922, which took 13 days on the road by 
wagon. 

Their first child, John Merwin Daniel, was born May 4, 1921, in Wise County, and 
died at birth. In 1924 they were living in Briscoe County, Quitaque, Texas, when their 
second child, Arlin Ferrell Daniel, was born May 25, 1924. 

Dora said, “When she and Virgil went home to visit, they had a new car and a new 
baby, and she thought they were rich.” Their first car was a Model T Roadster. Back 
then, money was scarce, but you could get a new car for $300. 

In December 1924, Virgil and Dora came to Terry County, from Quitaque, Texas, 
looking for a better future and better land. They purchased the NW/4 of Section 53, 
Block 4-X, which was cater-cornered Southeast of his brother, Frank Daniel’s land, J.E. 
Hall was on the North and I.V. Pendergrass on the West. 

They made the two-week trip in a covered wagon along with eight head of horses, 
mules and a rocking chair that fit snug in the buggy they were pulling. The rocking chair 
was something they just didn’t want to give up. It could have had something to do with 
their young son, Ferrell, who was then six months old. Their friend, Ollie Hindman 
helped on the move to Meadow. Ollie would yell, as he looked out beyond the white 
sheet that covered the wagon, “100 days—100 dollars”. Virgil thought that kids 
today do not really know what hard times are. They camped by the road during the trip, 
and recall that it was raining, and the highway down from Lubbock was a muddy dirt 
road. 

Daniel was going to try his hand at farming cotton and maize. Hired help was $1.00 
a day sun up to sun down. The Coyotes and Jack Rabbits then were large, and there were 
times that the coyote got the best of his chickens, and then there were times when Mr. 
Daniel got the best of the coyotes. 

Selling cream and eggs was the biggest part of their income. The cream was 
separated with a hand separator. “They worked hard.” Their water came via windmill, 
and as long as the wind was blowing, water was no problem. 

One thing found plentiful in this area was the rattlesnake, and Virgil recalled the 
day that one ended up in his lap. He was sitting on a (low to the ground) knifing sled. 
Knives along the side of the sled were used to cut weeds with. The team of horses walked 
right over the snake, but by the time Virgil got to it, it was good and awake. Did he kill 
it? Yes, and he killed everyone he could find. 


Dora did her share of work on the farm. Onc of their livelihoods was raising fryers 
and selling them for 25 cents each. No, that wasn’t too good then, but Dora says, they 
probably had chicken for dinner every Sunday.” 

In 1947 they moved to Brownfield. “I had stomach problems and had to drink goats 
milk. When we moved into Brownfield on Second Street, I had to leave the goat behind, 
it was against the city ordinance and they wouldn’t let me keep her in town. His ulcer 
lived on.” After the move to Brownfield, Virgil did‘construction work for three years 
with Otto Butler, and in December 1951, went to work for his brother at Frank Daniel 
Electric & Furniture. He worked there until his retirement. 

On September 4, 1920, at a Saturday night revival, Virgil (22) and Dora (18) joined 
the First Baptist Church at Audibon. Brother Perry Patton in Mrs. Palmer’s tank 
baptized them the following day about 4-PM. Both Virgil and Dora were active members 
of the Meadow First Baptist Church, where Virgil served as a Deacon. 

Virgil loved to draw for children. His specialty was pencil drawings of animals. 

He inherited the love of dominoes from his father, Henry. Croquet was his sport of 
choice. He had a kind, sensitive, easy-going, personality. 

In 1985, Virgil and Dora became residents, at the same time, of South Plains 
Nursing Home in Brownfield. Virgil died August 22, 1988, at 90 years with Congestive 
Heart Failure. Dora died November 20, 2000, from End Stages of Parkinson’s Disease at 
98 years. Both are buried side-by-side in Terry 
County Memorial Cemetery. 


Sources: Betty (Daniel) Brasher and Ferrell Daniel, son, Grandchildren, 
Daniel Family Histories, death certificates and marriage licenses. 
Submitted by: Betty (Daniel) Brasher, Niece 

1710 Carter Dr. 

Brownfield, TX. 


WAYNE WILSON AND ANNA LAURA COWAN DANIEL 


Wayne Daniel was sixteen years old in 1924 when he arrived in Meadow, Terry 
County, Texas, with his father and stepmother, John Henry and Mary Corena Daniel. 
Wayne was born 10-22-1908, in Uz, Wise County, Texas. He worked with his dad on the 
farm. Wayne was such an excellent marksman; he could hit 
a jackrabbit on the run with a 22 rifle. He met Anna Laura (called “Ann or Skeet”) 
Cowan, daughter of Lee and Rebecca Cowan, of Ropesville, Hockley County, Texas. 
They were married 12-17-1928, in Ropesville, Texas. 

They set up housekeeping on the Cowan homestead, about three miles West of 
Ropesville, next to the Spade Ranch. The following year on 9-3-1929, their first child, 
Billy Kenneth Daniel was born. Later a daughter, Mary Katherine Daniel was born 6-4- 
1934. By this time they lived on the SE/4 of Section 54, 

Block 4-X, East of Meadow, which was owned by Ollie Hindman and was cater-cornered 
with his brother, Virgil Daniel’s land in Section 53. 

Wayne attempted to farm for a couple of years. Billy Kenneth attended school in 
Ropesville until the third grade. When he was eight years old in 1936/37 the family 
moved into Brownfield. They owned ten acres on East Broadway just past Avenue D, 
across the road from the Greenfield family, which is (in 2001) across the road East of The 
First United Methodist Church. Wayne ran the service station at corner of 
East Main and Lubbock Road, and later worked as a bookkeeper for Cicero Smith 
Lumber Company. 

In August 1942, after the start of World War Il, the family moved to 1902 Lewis 
Ave, Long Beach, California. Wayne was an avid photographer of nature’s scenery. On 
his travel to various audit sites he made many fabulous photos. They lived in Dallas and 
Salem, Oregon and Puyallup, Washington, where Wayne and Ann were in a care home 
owned by their daughter, Mary Daniel King. Wayne died 4-14-1983, at 74 years of age. 
They were Baptist and he was a retired bookkeeper and Auditor for the State of Oregon. 
Ann died 3-12-1985. Their services were held in Sweet Home, Oregon, in a Baptist 
Church that they helped to start, then they were both interred in Restlawn Memory 
Gardens, between the cities of Dallas and Satem, Oregon. 


Sources: Betty (Daniel) Brasher and Ferrell Daniel, Grandchildren, 
Daniel Family Histories, death certificates and marriage licenses. 
Submitted by: Betty (Daniel) Brasher, Niece 

1710 Carter Dr. 

Brownfield, TX. 


